
- 

The Tin Drum (German: Die Blechtrommel)  is a 1959 novel by Günther Grass that has been adapted into a movie, 
which won the Academy Award for best Foreign Language in 1979. The story revolves around the life of a young boy 
in Germany and Poland during World War II, who decides never to grow up. 

The well-established movie is often screened in German schools and consequently lots of people have seen it. 
Besides several grotesque scenes, most people won’t forget the following in their lifetime. Men pull eel-filled horse 
heads onto the beach and the writhing eels are grabbed and put into sacks filled with dehydrating salt. A woman 
who walks by and observes that action is totally disgusted and immediately throws up. 

That unique and memorable movie seemed to have quite an influence on the reputation of eels in the German 
society. People tend to assume that eels are ‘disgusting carrion eaters’ – even if they had been a popular edible fish 
since centuries. To our knowledge, there is no evidence that people have ever applied that ‘fishing technique’. 
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